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Q and A
What about hygiene?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Otto will be thoroughly checked for any illnesses and will stay at home with my family and other dogs if he presents as unwell on any day. He will be fully vaccinated. Designated areas near each base will be allocated for toileting (offsite) and staff will dispose of any waste. Whilst training, any puppy ‘accidents’ will be thoroughly cleaned with disinfectant spray and pupils advised. He will have no access to the kitchens. 
What about the dog’s welfare?
Otto will be introduced to the school environment gradually, starting with one/two days a week and building to fulltime as he grows and develops. He will have limited contact with pupils whilst still a puppy and will always have regular rest breaks as an adult. He will spend down time with his owner in the office area of each base away from busy areas and will be taken outside at regular intervals. If it is a particularly busy day in base or for his owner he will stay at home to ensure his needs can be met. He will have a planned timetable so that he does not become overwhelmed.  Pupils will be regularly reminded how to interact with dogs safely and what signs of stress may look like. He is primarily a family dog and will live with myself and my family and two other dogs. He will attend training classes and have an extensive socialisation programme. All costs related to his care will be met by my family.
My child is scared of dogs?
Some pupils may have had upsetting experiences and thus have a fear of dogs. Otto’s training will help him to be calm and gentle and we hope that with proper guidance and handling, pupils will be able to overcome their fear of animals and grow in respect and appreciation for them. However, Otto will only have contact with children who are comfortable to meet him.
My child has allergies?
It is understandable that some of you may be concerned about possible allergic reactions to a school dog. Otto will be regularly groomed and has been carefully chosen because of his coat which we expect to be non-shedding. He will only be allowed in situations with pupils who voluntarily work with him. Certain areas of the school will be completely out of bounds if allergies are apparent.
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